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The caufe of his banifhment is unknown, becaufe he was 
unwilling to provoke the emperor, by afcribing it to any other 
reafon than what was pretended. Dry den. 

To this we may juflly afcribe thofe envies, jealoufies, and 
encroachments, which render mankind uneafy to one another. 

Rogers’s Sermons. 

2. To attribute to as a poffeffor, or fubflance receiving accidents. 
Thefe perfections muff be fomewhere, and therefore may 
much better be afcribed to God, in whom we fuppofe all other 
perfections to meet, than to any thing elfe. Tillotfon. 

Ascription. ? i. / [ afcriptio , Lat.] The a £t of afcribing. Didi. 
Ascripti ; tious. adj. [ afcriptitius , Lat.] That which is afcrib- 
ed. Didi. 

Ash. n.f [fraxinus, Lat. sej*c, Saxon.] 

This tree hath pennated leaves, which end in an odd lobe. 
The male flowers, which grow at a remote diflance from the 
fruit, have no petals, but confifl of many flamina. The ovary 
becomes a feed vcffel, containing one feed at the bottom, fhaped 
like a bird’s tongue. The fpecies are, i. The common aj}> 
tree. 2. The ftriped ajh. 3. The manna af), &c. The firft 
fort is a common timber tree in every part of England. The 
fecond is a variety of the firft. The third fort is fuppofcd to 
be the tree from whence the true Calabrian manna is taken; 
The timber is of excellent ufe to the wheelwright and cart- 
wright. Millar . 

Let me twine 

Mine arms about that body, where againfl 
My grained ajh an hundred times hath broke. 

And fear’d the moon with fplinters. Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 

With which of old he charm’d the favage train, 

And call’d the mountain ajhes to the plain. Dryd. Silenus. 
Ash coloured, adj. [from ajh and colour.] Coloured between 
brown and grey, like the bark of an afhen branch. 

Clay, ajh coloured, was part of a ftratum which lay above the 
flrata of Hone. Woodward on FoJJils. 

Asha'med. adj. [from Jhame.] Touched with fliame ; gene- 
rally with ^before the caufe of fliame. 

Profefs publickly the do&rine of Jefus Chrift, not being a- 
Jhamed of the word of God, or of any practices enjoined by it. 

Taylor s Holy Living. 
One wou’d have thought {he would have ftirr’d ; but Prove 
With modefty, and was ajhanid to move. Dryd. Fables. 
This I have fhadowed, that you may not be ajhamed of that 
hero, whofe protection you undertake. Dryd. Conq. of Gr. Ded. 
A'shen. adj. [from ajh.~\ Made of afh wood. 

At once he faid, and threw 

His afhen fpear ; which quiver’d as it flew. Dryden. 

A'shes. 71 . f. wants the fngular. [ayca, Sax. afehe , Dutch.] 

1, The remains of any thing burnt. 

Some relicks would be left of it, as when ajhes remain of 
burned bodies. Digby on Bodies. 

This late diffenfion, grown betwixt the peers. 

Burns under feigned ajhes of forg’d love, 

And will at laffc break out into a flame. Sbakefp. Henry VI. 
Ajhes contain a very fertile fait, and are the belt manure for 
cold lands, if kept dry, that the rain doth not wafh away their 
fait; Mortimer s Husbandry. 

2. The remains of the body ; often ufed in poetry for the carcafe, 
from the ancient pra&ice of burning the dead. 

Poor key-cold figure of a holy king! 

Pale ajhes of the houfe of Lancafter ! 

Thou bloodlefs remnant of that royal blood ! Shak. R. III. 

To great Laertes I bequeath 
A talk of grief, his ornaments of death ; 

Left, when the fates his royal ajhes claim, 

The Grecian matrons taint my fpotlefs name. Pope . 

Ashwednesday. n.f The firft day of Lent, fo called from 
the ancient cuftom of fprinkling allies on the head. 

A'shlar. n.f. [with mafons.] Freeftones as they come out of 
the quarry, of different lengths, breadths, and thicknefles. 
A'shlering. n.f [with builders.] Quartering to tack to in 
garrets, about two foot and a half or three foot high, perpen- 
dicular to the floor, and reaching to the underfide of the raf- 
j crs> Builder’s Did}. 

Asho're. adv. [from a and fore.] 

1. On ftiore ; on the land. 

The poor Engliftiman riding in the road, having all that he 
brought thither ajhore, would have been undone. Raleigh. 
Moor’d in a Chian creek, ajhore I went. 

And all the following night in Chios fpent. Addifon’s Ovid. 

2. To the fliore ; to the land. 

We may as bootlefs fpend our vain command, 

As fend our precepts to the leviathan 

To come ajhore. Sbakefp. Henry V. 

May thy billows rowl afore 

The beryl, and the golden ore. Milton s Comus. 

A'shweed. n.f [from af and weed.~\ An herb. 

APhy .adj. [from ajh.'] Afh coloured * pale; inclining to a whitifh 
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grey. 


Oft have I feen a timely parted ghoft 
Of ajhy femblance, meagre, pale, and bloodlefs. 
Asi de, adv. (from a zn&fdc.] 


1. To one fide; out of the perpendicular direction. 

The ftorm rufh’d in, and Arcite ftood aghaft ; 

The flames were blown af.de , yet (hone they bright 
Fann’d by the wind, and gave a ruffled light. Dryd, Pahlr 

2. To another part; out of the true direction. 

Fie had no brother; which though it be a comfortable thina 

for kings to have, yet it draweth the fubjeds eyes a lj tt f 
afide. Bacons Henry \\\\ 

3. From the company ; as, to fpeak afdc. 

He took him afde from the multitude. Markov ii y, 

A'sinary. adj. \afnarius, Lat.] Belonging to an afs. DUt 
A'sinine. adj. [from afnus , Lat.] Belonging to an afs. 

You fhall have more ado to drive our dulleft youth, our 
flocks and ftubs, from fuch nurture, than we have now to hale 
our choice!! and hopefulleft wits to that afnine feaft of f ow 
thiftles and brambles. Milt, on Education 

To Ask. v. a. [aycian, Saxon.] 

1. To petition; to beg; fometimes with an accufative only, 
fometimes with for. 

When thou doft afk me blejfng , I'll kneel down, 

And afk of thee forgivenefs. Sbakefp. King Lear, 

We have nothing elfe to af, but that 
Which you deny already : yet will afk , 

That, if we fail in ourrequeft, the blame 
May hang upon your hardnefs. Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 

My fon, haft thou finned ? do fo no more, but afk pardon 
for thy former fins. Ecclus, xxi. 1. 

If he afk for bread , will he give him a ftone ? Matt. vii. g. 

In long journies, afk your mafter leave to give ale to the 
horfes. . Swift. 

2. To demand ; to claim ; as, to afk a price for goods. 

Afk me never fo much dowry and gift, and I will give ac- 
cording as ye fhall fay unto me : but give me the damfel to 
wife. Gen. xxx iv. 12. 

He faw his friends, who, whelm’d beneath the waves. 
Their funeral honours claim’d, and ajk’d their quiet graves. 

Dryden’ s /Encid: 

3. To enquire ; to queftion; with for before the thing, and feme- 
times of before the perfon. 

Stand ye in the ways, and fee, and ajk for the old paths, 
whore is the good way, and walk therein, and ye fhall find reft 
for your fouls. Jerem. vi. 16. 

For ajk now of the days that are paft, which were before 
thee, fince the day that God created man upon the earth, and 
afk from the one fide of heaven unto the other, whether there 
hath been any fuch thing as this great thing is, or hath been 
heard like it. Dent. iv. 32. 

O inhabitant of Aroer, ftand by the way and efpy, ajk him 
that flieth, and her that efcapeth, and fay, what is done ? 

Jeremiah , xlviii. 19. 

4. To enquire ; with after before the thing. 

He faid, wherefore is it that thou doft af after my name • 

And he bleffed him there. Gencfs , xxxii. 29. 

5. To require, as phyfically neceffary. 

A lump of ore in the bottom of a mine will be ftirred by 

two men’s ftrength ; which, if you bring it to the top of the 
earth, will af fix men to ftir it. Bacon’s Natural Hifory 

The adminiftration paffes into different hands at the end of 
two months, which contributes to difpatch : but any exigence 
of ftate afs a much longer time to condu< 5 l any defign to its 
maturity. Addifon s Rem. on Italy, 

Ask, Ash, As, do all come from the Saxon seyc, an aftitree. 

Gibfon’s Camdtn, 

Aska'nce. 7 ; c-j , , 

Ask a We. \ adv ‘ Sldewa y s; °bl iq uely. 

Zelmane, keeping a countenance ajhancc , as {lie underftooa 
him not, told him, it became her evil. Sidney, 0. !• 

His wannifli eyes upon them bent askance. 

And when he faw their labours well fucceed, 

He wept for rage, and threaten’d dire mifchance. Fairfax, 
Some fay, he bid his angels turn askance 
The poles of earth, twice ten degrees, and more, 

From the fun’s axle; they with labour pufh’d 
Oblique the centrick globe. Milton s Par. Lof , Lx, 

Aska'unt. adv. Obliquely; on one fide. 

At this Achilles roll’d his furious eyes. 

Fix’d on the king askaunt ; and thus replies, 

O, impudent. Dryden s Iliad. 

Since the fpace, that lies on either fide 
The folar orb, is without limits wide, 

Grant that the fun had happen’d to prefer 
A feat askaunt , but one diameter : 

Loft to the light by that unhappy place. 

This globe had lain a frozen lonefome mafs. 

A'sker. n.f. [from ask.] 

1. Petitioner. 

Have you 

Ere now denied the asker? and, now again 
On him that did not afk, but mock, bellow . . 

Your fu’d for tongues. Sbakefp ■ Cot 10 .ant ^ 

Sh. II. VI. The greatnefs of the asker, and the final Inefs of ihe n 

asked, had been fufficient to enforce his rc quell. °!L' 

2. La* 


Blacktnort, 
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2 ’ ^ Every asker being fatisfied, we may conclude, that ah their 
conceptions of being in a place are the fame. Digby of Bodies. 
Asicer "n.f. A water newt. 

AskeV. adv. [from a and skew.] Afide ; with contempt ; con- 

temptuoufly; difdainfully. • 

For when ye mildly look with lovely hue, ^ 

Then is my foul with life and love infpir’d : 

But when yclowrc, or look on me askew. 

Then do I die. Spenfer, Smnet vii. 

- . /-I- • . * . 


Then take it, Sir, as it was writ. 
Nor look askew at what it faith ; 
There’s no petition in it.* 


Prior. 


L ncre s no pennon m u. 

To Asla'ke. v. a. [from a and fake, or flack.] To remit; to 


mitigate ; to flacken. # 

But this continual, cruel, civil war, 


i5ut tnis contuiucii, ti uw, v.ci. 

No skill can flint, nor reafon can a fake. Spenfer , Son. xliv. 

Whilft feeking to aflake thy raging fire, 

Thou in me kindled: much more great defire. Spenfer. 

Asla'nt. adv. [from a and font.] Obliquely; on one fide ; 
not perpendicularly. 

There is a willow grows aflant a brook, 

That fhews his hoar leaves in the glaffy dream. Sh. Flamlet. 

Fie fell ; the Ihaft 

Drove through his neck afant ; he fpurns the ground. 

And the foul ifl'ues through the weazon’s wound. Dryden . 

Afant the dew-bright earth, and colour’d air, 

He looks in boundlefs majefty abroad. Thomfon’s Summer , 

Asle'ep. adv. [from a and feep.] 

1. Sleeping; at reft. 

How many thoufands of my pooreft fubjedls 
Are at this hour afeep ! O gentle fleep, 

Nature’s foft nurfe, how have I frighted thee ! Sh. H. IV . 

The diligence of trade, and noifeful gain. 

And luxury more late afeep were laid : 

All was the night’s, and, in her ftlent reign. 

No found the reft of nature did invade. Dryden’ s Ann. M. 
There is no difference between a perfon afeep, and in an 
apoplexy, but that the one can be awaked, and the other can- 
not. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

2, To fleep. 

If a man watch too long, it is odds but he will fall afeep. 

Bacon’s Ejfays. 

Thus done the tales, to bed they creep. 

By whifpering winds foon lull’d afeep. Milton’s l’ Allegro. 

Aslo'pe. a g Vm [from a and fope.] With declivity ; obliquely ; 
not perpendicularly. 

Set them not upright, but afope , a reafonable depth under the 
ground . Bacon s Nat. Hifory, N 0 4 2 5 . 

The curfe afope 

Glanc’d on the ground ; with labour 1 muft earn 
My bread : what harm ? Idlenefs had been worfe : 

My labour will fuftain me. Milt. Far . Lof , b. x. 

The knight did ftoop. 

And fate on further fide afope. Hudibras. 

Aso'matous. adj. [from a, priv. and a body.] Incorpo- 
real, or without a body. 

Asp. 7 n ‘ f [_ a fp is i Lat.] A kind of ferpent, whofe poifon 

A^pick. ) is fo dangerous and quick in its operation, that it 
kills without a poffibility of applying any remedy. It is faid 
to be very fmall, and peculiar to Egypt and Lybia. Thofe that 
are bitten by it, die within three hours ; and the manner of 
their dying being by fleep and lethargy, without any pain, 
Cleopatra chofe it, as the eafieft way of difpatching herfelf. 

Calmet. 

High-minded Cleopatra, that with ftroke 
Of afp’s fling, herfelf did kill. Fairy fhieen, b. i. 

Scorpion, and afp , and amphifbaena dire. 

And dipfas. Milton’s Par. Lof , b. x. 

Asp. n.f. A tree. See Aspen. 

ASPALATHUS. n.f. [Latin.] 

1. A plant called the role of Jerufalem, or our lady’s rofe. 

2. I he wood of a prickly tree, heavy, oleaginous, fomewhat 
fharp and bitter to the tafte, and anciently in much repute as an 
aftringent, but now little ufed. I here are four kinds of this 
wood ; the firft of the colour of box, hard, folid, heavy, and 
fmelling like rofes ; which is therefore called rofewood. The 
fecond, red like yew, and of a very agreeable finell. The third, 
hard, twifted, knotty, of a rank finell, like that of a goat, and 
a difagreeable tafte. The fourth has an afh coloured bark, and 
the wood is of a purple dye. Afpalathus affords an oil of ad- 
mirable feent, reputed one of the beft perfumes. Chambers. 

. § ave a f wset huell like cinnamon and afpalathus , and I 
yielded a pleafant odour like the beft myrrh. Ecclus, xxiv. 1 c. 
Asparagus, n.f. [Lat.] The name of a plant. It has a ro- 
faceous flower of fix leaves, placed orbicularly, out of whofe 

full 
twelve 

den ajparagus. 2. Wild afparagus , with narrow leaves. The 
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next year they fhould be planted out ; the third fpring, after 
planting, they may be begun to be cut, and, by proper manage- 
ment, a plot of afparagus may be continued ten or twelve years 
in cutting. The fecond fort grows wild in fome parts, but, 
producing (lender ftioots, it is rarely cultivated. Millar. 

Afparagus affedts the urine with a fetid finell, efpecially if 
cut when they are white ; and therefore have been fufpecled 
by fome phyficians, as not friendly to the kidneys ; when they 
are older, and begin to ramify, they lofe this quality ; but then 
they are not fo agreeable. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

ASPECT, n.f [afpedius, Lat. It appears anciently to have been 
pronounced with the accent on the laft fyllable, which is now 
placed on the firft.] 

1. Look; air; appearance. 

I have prefented the tongue under a double afpedl , Inch a$ 
may juftify the definition, that it is the beft and word part. 

Government of the Tongue. 
They are both, in my judgment, the image or picture of a 
great ruin, and have the true afpedl of a world lying in its lub- 
bifti. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth * 

2. Countenance ; look. 

F'airer than faireft, in his faining eye, 

Whofe foie afpedt he counts felicity. Spenf Hymn on Love. 

Thofe eyes of thine from mine have drawn fait tears. 
Sham’d their afpedis with ftore of childifh drops. Sh. R. IIL 
I am fearful ; wherefore frowns he thus ? 

’Tis his afpedi of terrour. All’s not well. Sh. Richard IIL 
Yet had his afpedi nothing of fevere. 

But fuch a face as promis’d him fincere. Dryden’ s Fables t 

Then fhall thy Craggs (and let me call him mine) 

On the caft ore another Pollio fhine ; 

With afpedi open fhall ere£l his head. Pope. 

3. Glance ; view ; a6l of beholding. 

When an envious or an amorous afpedi doth infe£l the fpi- 
rits of another, there is joined both affedlion and imagination. 

Bacon’s Natural Hijl. N° 908, 
The fetting fun 

Slowly defeended ; and with right afpedi 
Againfl the eaftern gate of paradife, 

Levell’d his ev’ning rays. Paradife Lof , b. iv. 

4. Dire&ion towards any point ; view ; pofition. 

Ihave built a ftrong wall, faced to the fouth afpedi with 
brick. Swift’s Lof Will , 

5. Difpofition of any thing to fomething elfe ; relation. 

The light got from the oppoftte arguings of men of parts, 
fliewing the different Tides of things, and their various afpedis 
and probabilities, would be quite loft, if every one were obliged 
to affent to, and fay after the fpeaker. Locke 9 

6. Difpofition of a planet to other planets. 

There’s fome ill planet reigns, 

I muff be patient till the heavens look 
With an afpedi more favourable. Sbakefp. Winter’s Tale , 
Not unlike that which aftrologers call a conjun&ion of pla- 
nets, of no very benign afpedi the one to the other. Wctto?: t 

To the blank moon 

Her office they preferib’d : to th’ other five 
Their planetary motions, and afpedis , 

In Textile, fquare, and trine, and oppofite. Paradife Lof ; 
Why does not every fingle ftar fhed a feparate influence, and 
have afpedis with other liars of their own conflellation ? 

Bentley’s Sermons* 

To Aspe'ct. v.a. [afpicio, Lat.] To behold. 

Happy in their miflake, thofe people whom 
The northern pole afpedis ; whom fear of death 
(The greateft of all human fears) ne’er moves. Temple 

Aspf/ctable. adj . [ afpediabilis , Lat.] Vifible ; being the ob- 
jefl of fight. 

Fie was the foie caufe of this afpediable and perceivable uni- 
VCr ip ’ . . r Raleigh’s Hif. of the World. 

n° u 6 ° f mformin g us what is in this afpeciable world, 
we fhall find the eye well fitted. R ay on Creation. 

Aspe ction. n.f. [from afpedt.~\ Beholding; view. 

A Moorifti queen, upon ajpediion of the pi£lure of Andro- 
meda, conceived and brought forth a fair one. Broivn’s V. Err. 

A r%° r Asr / *•/ Wp e i Dutch ; afp , Dan. epye, trembling, 
Sax. Somner.f See Poplar, of which it is a fpecies. The 
leaves of this tree always tremble. 

The afpen or afp tree hath leaves much the fame with the 
poplar, only much fmaller, and not fo white. Mortim. Hush . 
I he builder oak foie king of forefts all. 

The ajpen , good for flatues, the cyprefs funeral. 

Aspen, adj. [from afp or afpen.] 

1. Belonging to the afp tree. 

Oh ! had the monfler fee n thofe lily hands 
Tremble like afpen leaves upon a lute. Shak. Titus Andron 
No gale diflurbs the trees, 

Nor afp en leaves confefs the gentle!! bre CT 7^ n 

2. Made of afpen wood. S %• 

A onlv^n Ro ’$ h! rugsed ' This word Ihave found 

only in the following paffage. 
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